


Meet the First Steps Area Directors
In July 2007, �ve individuals began working as area directors for DESE. (They were formerly known 
as regional consultants who were contracted through the Missouri Child Care Resource and Referral 
Network.) Each area director provides direction, training and problem-solving for two contiguous 
SPOE regions. Area directors also function as the statewide technical-assistance unit; this enables the 
lead agency to provide a consistent message to the early intervention community.

Marcy Morrison (Regions 1 & 2) Contact: �s�� (314) 340-5731 or marcy.morrison@dese.mo.gov

Charla Myers (Regions 9 & 10) Contact: �s�� (573) 290-5999 or charla.myers@dese.mo.gov

Stacey Ismail (Regions 7 & 8)  Contact: �s�� (573) 434-9671 or stacey.ismail@dese.mo.gov

Michele Schall (Regions 4 & 5) Contact: �s�� (816) 350-5292 or michele.schall@dese.mo.gov

Pam Thomas (Regions 3 & 6) Contact: �s�� (573) 822-2522 or pam.thomas@dese.mo.gov

The Department of Elementary and Secondary Education does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, disability, or age in its 
�T�V�S�K�V�E�Q�W���E�R�H���E�G�X�M�Z�M�X�M�I�W�����-�R�U�Y�M�V�M�I�W���V�I�P�E�X�I�H���X�S���(�I�T�E�V�X�Q�I�R�X���T�V�S�K�V�E�Q�W���Q�E�]���F�I���H�M�V�I�G�X�I�H���X�S���X�L�I���.�I�J�J�I�V�W�S�R���7�X�E�X�I���3�J�¼�G�I���&�Y�M�P�H�M�R�K�����8�M�X�P�I���-�<���'�S�S�V�H�M�R�E�X�S�V�������X�L���*�P�S�S�V���� 
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The Division’s services are primarily supported by federal funds appropriated in accordance with provisions of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act.
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WebSPOE Tip
 To view archived electronic mailing list messages from DESE, select provider account management 
and then messages. This takes you to detailed messages sent by DESE about different topics.

Home Child Care Management Provider Account Management Reports User Options Help Logoff

List Messages

Detail Subject
Effective  

Date
End Date

First Steps Rate Increase 08/13/2007 02/01/2008

Provider Rate Increase 08/07/2007 02/01/2008

Autism Spectrum Disorder 08/03/2007

Eligibility Determinations for Children Placed on High Humidity 
Nasal Cannula (HHNC) as a Form of Ventilator Support  

07/31/2007

State Performance Plan and OSEP's Evaluation of Missouri’s 
Part C Program

06/20/2007

Location of Mileage Invoice Copies 05/02/2007

RE: First Steps Program Update 04/02/2007

Enrolling in Medicaid 02/28/2007

1 8 records

Online Resources
National Early Childhood Technical Assistance Center (http://www.nectac.org)�s��  – 
Provides information about a variety of topics; has links to programs from different states
Coaching in Early Childhood (http://www.coachinginearlychildhood.org)�s��  – Using evidence-
based practices to provide supports within the context of natural learning environments
Vanderbilt University�s��  (http://www.vanderbiltchilddevelopment.us) – Information about  
the routines-based interview, natural environments, Ecomap development and more 

Department of Elementary and Secondary Education
Division of Special Education Phone: (866) 583-2392
205 Jefferson St., P.O. Box 480 Web site: http://dese.mo.gov/
Jefferson City, MO 65102-0480 divspeced (click on First Steps)
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